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Gather 

      Grow 

             Go 

Pastor Arthur recently preached on the Gospel of John where Jesus 
was having a conversation with Nicodemus about being òborn 
again.ó Nicodemus, a teacher of Jewish religion, was confused by 
what Jesus was telling him. In response to Nicodemusõ confusion 

Jesus says these interesting words: 

òThe wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.ó John 3:8 

The Holy Spirit is like the wind. You hear the sound of it but you donõt know where it 

comes from or where it is going. 

I am looking out my office window right now. I canõt see the wind but I know itõs there 
because the branches on that tree outside my window are moving steadily up and down 

and back and forth. There is wind blowing its obvious. 

I saw the same sort of thing happening when I recently met with the steering committee 
for the òJourney with Jesusó Capital Campaign. I listened to the dozen people around 
the table talk about their enthusiasm for what we are doing as a church and there was a 
fresh and powerful energy that was flowing, an energy I have not felt here beforeña 

new wind making things move. 

Then we had this kick-off event and the Fellowship Hall was filled with more than 200 
peopleñON A SUNDAY NIGHT! And I saw and felt that same energy flowing and 
blowing through the room. There is a fresh wind blowing at TLC. God is moving here and 

doing some exciting things. I am thrilled to see where this wind might take us. 

I had a personal visit from our campaign consultant, Andy Bygden, who told me that as 
the leader of the church I should be the first to make a commitment and it should be a 
strong oneñthat I  shouldnõt be asking anyone to do anything I wouldnõt do myself. I told 

him I was okay with that, but then he asked if I would consider pledging $25,000.  

$25,000? I wanted to say, you know I already give a tithe to my church. We currently 
give almost $9,000 a year to the operating and the building fund. We have a daughter 
in college, a son going in next year, and another one after that. I wanted to say our 
income has gone down since my wife entered into the ministry. I wanted to say what you 

are asking me is not possible.  

However, I didnõt say any of that. I just said, òOkay,ó and I signed my pledge. 

I donõt know how itõs going to happen, but I know it will. I have peace about that. Not 
only do I have peace about it, I have a new enthusiasm for what I see happening  at TLC 

and in all of you.  

God is doing something here. There is a strong wind blowing. Itõs obvious because I can 

see whatõs shaking. Can you see it too? 

     He is Risen! 
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The Wind is Blowing 



Volunteers ~  

We are the Church  To-

gether 

Page 11 

        Music at TLC 

   Gather In Grace 

May and June 

Worship Highlights 

 
Each Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. 

   Oasis Worship led by our  

   Intergenerational Worship Team 

 

Sunday, May 7 

   Confirmands at All Three Services 

    11:00 - Rite Of Confirmation  

 

Sunday, May 14 - Motherõs Day 

   8:15 - Traditional Worship 

   9:30 &11:00 - Gospel Music Festival led by 

The Praise and Worship Team 

 

Sunday, May 21- Germany Trip Report 

   8:15 & 9:30-Chancel Choir and TLC Handbells 

   11:00 - Praise and Worship Team  

  

Sunday, May 28 - Memorial Day Weekend 

   Summer Schedule Begins: 

   Sunday Services through September 3 at 

   8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

  

Sunday, June 4 - Pentecost Sunday  

   Graduate Recognition 

 

Sunday, June 11 - Trinity Sunday  

   8:30 & 10:00 - Mission team commissioning 

   10:00 - Praise and Worship Team 

 

Sunday, June 18 - Fatherõs Day 

   Sing with the Menõs Chorus! 

 

Sunday, June 25 

   8:30 & 10:00 - Mission team report 

   10:00 - Praise and Worship Team 
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We continue our recognitions and 
celebrations around the 500th 
year since Martin Lutherõs historic 
acts in 1517 which created the 
Reformation and the Lutheran 

Church. So donõt miss seeing the new Confirmands 
who will begin the next 500 years of Lutheranism 
as we welcome them into membership here at TLC 

on Sunday, May 7 at all three services. 

The 30 TLC Members and Friends who are travel-
ling to Germany, the Czech Republic, and Vienna 
from April 24 through May 5 will give a report of 

their trip at all three services on Sunday, May 21. 

Come join members of the Chancel Choir as we 
form our annual Fatherõs Day Menõs Chorus on   
Sunday, June 18.  Music for the day, and Rehears-
al details will follow in the upcoming announcement 

pages, E-Transmissions, and the TLC website. 

There are two events led the National Lutheran 
Choir to look forward to in July which will enhance 
your experience of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Lutheran Church. On Tuesday, July 11 at 7:30 p.m. 

at St. Olaf Catholic Church in Minneapolis, 
and on Saturday, July 15, at 8:00 p.m. at 
Central Lutheran Church, the Choir will lead 
hymn festivals under the direction of their 
conductor and organist David Cherwien. The 

Choir will also bring the hymn festival to Chicago 
for the National Gathering of the Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod, performing on Tuesday, July 25 at 

7:00 p.m.  

Dr. Rob Reid 

               Sympathy to  

Z Mike & Tina Currence on the death of Mikeõs mother, 
Barbara 

Z Sandy Stooke & family on the death of Sandyõs fa-
ther, Harold Malinowsky 

Z Hildred & Al Dungan on the death of Hildredõs    
sister, Camilla Johnston 

Z Helen Olive on the death of her sister, Edith Moen 

Z Diane & Kevin Erickson on the death of Dianeõs fa-
ther, Larry Rodgers 

Z Karen Johnson on the death of her son, Chris 

Z Mark and Jeanne Kielas & Bridget on the death of 
father and grandfather, Richard Kielas  

Z Jill and Dave Collins on the death of Jillõs mother, 
LouAnn Ericson. 

Michelle Reber 

We are well on our way with our Capital Cam-

paign, òJourney with Jesus.ó Retiring the mort-

gage is a top priority, thereby allowing us to 

fund the ministries that define who we are as a 

congregation. Prior to the start of this cam-

paign and continuing after, we are working to 

find ways to save and conserve our precious 

resources. We have been reviewing proce-

dures, expenses and practices, making changes 

if there are benefits. Some of the changes be-

ing made you might be aware of, while others 

are subtle, yet still making an impact. To be at 

our best, we need to be   excellent stewards of 

our financial resources, maintain budgets and 

use best practices.    Volunteers are vital to 

accomplishing this, as your efforts enhance all 

of these areas.  When the operations of a 

church are smooth and efficient, all efforts can 

be put towards the reason we have a church - 

praising God and loving our neighbors.    

DID YOU KNOW: 

¶ Care Mail Crafters was formed in 2002 to 

create cards, sent monthly,  to members 

who are homebound, sick, have lost a 

loved one, or who the pastors feel could 

use a reminder that the church cares about 

them. Currently, there are 9 members, 6 

are original and they have     crafted and 

sent 11,500 beautiful cards.   

¶ At age 25, Renee Jefferson moved to 

Hong Kong for 4 years to teach English, 

World History, Ethics and Biblical 

Knowledge.  She also taught English in a 

refugee camp.   

BAPTISMS 

Luke Campo 04/09/2017 

Lila Yoga - Mondays, 7-8:30 
p.m.  Cost $55, or $17 drop-in 
All levels are welcome. Instructor: 
Kathryn Sharpe 

kathrynsharpe19@yahoo.com 

Body Conditioning Pilates 

Method - First class free. Tues-

day evenings 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Instructor, DeAnna Eckerdt   

952-884-8714,                       

                       deanna@freespiritfitnessmn.com 

Men's Golf League  - At Hyland 

Greens Tuesday evenings, be-

ginning May 2. Please contact 

Rod Daniels at 952-948-1679  

Beginning June 4th 

Sunday Worship 

8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

mailto:kathrynsharpe19@yahoo.com


 
Transfiguration 
Lutheran Church 

 
11000 France Avenue South,  

Bloomington, MN 55431 
Ph. 952.884.2364  
Fax. 952.884.2151 

Email: office@tlcmn.com 
www.tlcmn.com 

 
 

Office hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9:00-4:00 

 
Summer office hours starting 

May 30th: 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00-3:00 

Friday: 9:00-12:00 
 

Sunday Worship 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Summer Sunday Worship      
starting June 4 

8:30, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Worship  
6:15 p.m. 

 
Nursery 

Available at all  
Sunday worship services 

 

Early Learning Center 
(Daycare) 

952.884.7955 
Director: Barb Wigstadt  

www.TLCELC.com 
 

As disciples of Jesus 

 we gather in grace, 

 grow in faith,  

and go forth to serve. 
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The general operating financial data for March is summarized below and it shows a small improvement over the 

month of February, both in receipts and disbursements. The data also demonstrates a positive comparison with 

March of 2016. 

All in all the data is a balance of positives and negatives; it shows the importance of the ongoing stewardship 

of the congregation and it also points out that the current capital campaign will play a large role in the          

May Financial Update  by Gerard Olson, TLC Treasurer  

 

Worship 6:15  

Fellowship and Education 

7:00  (see above) 

 

 нлмс ¸¢5 нлмт CŜō нлмт aŀǊ нлмт ¸¢5 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘ wŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ ϷнспΣплм ϷрлΣнмс  ϷтлΣусл  ϷмфтΣлст 

¢ƻǘŀƭ 5ƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ϷнлмΣруп ϷсфΣсло ϷсмΣнро ϷнлнΣлфо  

bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜ ! - . ϷснΣусн όϷмфΣоутύ ϷфΣслт όϷрΣлнсύ 
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Songs for the Journey Capital Campaign Kick-Off Celebration                                         
by Andy Bygden, TLC Consultant 

$321,100 in pledges launches Transfiguration Lutheran Churchõs òJourney with Jesusó a $2.7 million Capital 
Stewardship Campaign for invigorating our Youth & Family Ministry, caring for our building including retiring 
the mortgage, and upgraded communications technology. Pastor Arthur, TLCõs Associate pastor, commented 
òWe are committed to expanding small group engagement with both the young and the experienced, believing 
the Holy Spirit is leading us on a journey to grow our ministry as we serve the Bloomington community beyond 

our doors.ó 

Marilyn Erickson and Gary Lewis, Co-Chair of the Capital Stewardship Campaign, amplified the commitment to 
accessibility saying, òWe donõt do this just for ourselves, although we all will benefit. This will make TLC a more 
welcoming place, so that people unfamiliar with the church will have a better opportunity to meet and know us, 

learn about TLC and our ministries, and perhaps see a glimpse of Christ in our hands of welcome.ó 

TLC Senior Pastor Ed shared his enthusiasm for James D. Klote & Associatesõ methodology of including one    
hundred percent of the parish in raising funds for the project. òThe conversations Iõve had with members has 
been personally rewarding as weõve learned new things about each other and what draws us to and keeps us 

at Transfiguration Church.ó 

James D. Klote & Associatesõ Consultant, Andy Bygden estimated over 225 members attended the dinner buffet 
in Fellowship Hall and participated in intergenerational activities noting, òthe musical talent at TLC was a smash-
ing success for young children as well as adults enjoying the performances. I donõt know who enjoyed it the 
most.ó Downstairs in the Youth room, the magicianõs live bird act was enthralling while others enjoyed the      

childrenõs sing along.  The positive energy at the kick-off bodes well for the rest of the all-member canvas. 

Capital Campaign News 

Finances and Stewardship 

TLC Worship Services Å Sundays 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 Å                

Beginning June 4th at 8:30 & 10:00 and Å Wednesday Evenings at 

6:15 p.m. 

Visit TLCMN.com/live  

As a congregation, we will be learning with and from people who 
have experienced homelessness in our community and beyond. All 

events are open to everyone: 

Wednesdays at 7pm 

~ May 24 ð TLC playwright Shelley Smith will interview actor 
Stalyon Blackmon about his own experience with homelessness. Ex-
cerpts from Shelleyõs 2016 play òInvisibleó (which addressed youth 

homelessness in Twin Cities suburbs) will be presented. 

~ May 31 ð representatives from Oasis for Youth, a Bloomington 
outreach program from homeless youth will present and answer        

questions. 

~ June 7 ð Dustin Chapman, from the University of Minnesota Med-
ical Center, will speak about the connection between addiction, 

mental health and homelessness  

~ June Field Trip ð TBD 

òBring the homeless poor into 
your houseó - Isaiah 58:7 

W e d n e s d a y 
E v e n i n g s 

A t  T L C 



   Grow In Faith 
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CHILDRENõS MINISTRY   
 

May 21ñLast day of Sunday School 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 12-16 
Registration forms available at church 
and online or request one from  

rjefferson@tlcmn.com 
Volunteers of all ages needed. 

Supplies ð Mid-May a display board for donating 

supplies will be set up.  Watch for it. 

 

ADULT OFFERINGS  
HAITI UPDATE ð Thursday, May 18 Guys for 

God & Women in Ministry welcome Pastor     

Arthur to speak about Haiti. Dinner at 6 followed 

by presentation. Tickets available in the Narthex. 

 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION For Adults 
Wednesdays from 7-8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
These are part of the Living Lutheran series of 

discussion topics. 

May 3 ð The face of the changing church 

May 10 ð Wrap-up of year and looking 

forward. 

 

COMING IN JULY ð The Bible and Politics: 

Speaking Truth to Power 

Sundays at 9:30 beginning July 9, led by Pastor 

Al Dungan  

  Two sessions will look at Old Testament exam-

ples, two at New Testament examples, and two 

at reformation and modern-day examples from 

our faith heritage  

We are in the thick of everything 

Reformation and Martin Luther. We 

even have a VBS this year with the 

theme from Lutherõs famous song, A 

Mighty Fortress.  

Throughout the week, children will 

learn that in Jesus, the victory is won 

ð over impossible odds, over fear, 

over our past, over death. 

The key verse for the week is from 1 Corinthians 15:57 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please feel free to join in the fun and activity around us 

the week of June 12-16. See the amazing job our 4-6th 

graders do in preparing and presenting closing worship 

each day at 11:30. Listen, watch, and join in with all the 

children in Opening (9-9:30) and Closing (11:30- 12:00) 

worship each day. Join us for games, or art, or science, 

or story exploration. Get in on the making and/or eat-

ing of a snack. 

We are supporting three missions ð  

Z Food collection for VEAP each day,  

Z boxtops for the ELC, and  

Z money for an organization which makes faith relat-

ed books available for kids in the U.S. 

If you wish to volunteer, just pick up a registration form 

(the volunteer form is on the reverse side of the childrenõs 

registration) or get it from the web site. You can also 

assist by checking out the supplies board which will be 

up the second week in May. 

God bless you for all your support of childrenõs ministries 

and again, please stop by and join in the fun. 

Renee 

Taking your Faith Home 

Renee JK Jefferson 

Health and Wellness by Pat McMullen, 

Volunteer Parish Nurse 

May is Stroke Awareness Month, so let's look 
at some brief facts and how to recognize a 

stroke. 

A stroke is a "brain attack". It occurs when 
blood flow to an area of the brain is cut off. 
Brain cells are deprived of oxygen and begin 
to die which causes abilities controlled by that 

area of the brain to be lost.  

FAST is an easy way to remember and identify 

the most common symptoms of a stroke. 

F  FACE: Ask the person to smile. Does one side 

of the face droop? 

A  ARMS: Ask the person to raise both arms. 

Does one arm drift downward? 

S  SPEECH: Ask the person to repeat a simple 

phrase. Is their speech slurred or strange? 

T  TIME: If you observe any of these signs, call 

9-1-1 immediately. 

Strokes can be prevented in some cases: Don't 
smoke, treat diabetes, eat a healthy diet,    
exercise, maintain a healthy weight, control 
your blood pressure and get regular medical 

checkups. 

More information can be found at stroke.org.  

TLC-ELC 

ELC Celebrates the 

Week of the Young Child 

The Week of the Young Child is a 
nationally recognized event hon-
oring children and those who 
work with them.  It was celebrated 
the week of April 17th.  We had a family break-
fast where we served French Toast bake to over 
130 children, family members and staff.  Special 
activities for the children were set up all week.  
We had a track and field day, a Book Walk, a 
scavenger hunt honoring Earth Day and they 
made bird feeders to take home to feed their 

neighborhood birds. 

We also honored some special anniversaries 
this year:   Karen Wenge - 25 years;  
  Tracy McGuinness ð 25 years;  
  Katie Wages ð 20 years;  
  Laura Krieger ð 15 years and  
  Tracy Witte ð 5 years. 

 

MAY 

Flower Delivery 
Thank you to everyone who has supported TLC-
ELC through purchasing flowers.  They will be 
delivered on Thursday, May 18th.  You can pick 
them up after 1:00 on that day.  If you would like 
to help with the flowers that morning, please   
contact Renee Gilmore at the ELC.                              
952-884-7955. 

 

JUNE  

We will kick off the summer with a picnic in Moir 

Park for all families and staff on June 8.  

Barb Wigstadt 

CONSCIOUS CONTACT 

DRUM CIRCLE 

Mondays at 12:30 p.m. 

At TLC. 

Open to All 
No Drumming Experience Needed 

 

Deepen Your Spirituality 

mailto:rjefferson@tlcmn.com


   Go Forth To Serve 
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TLC Youth and Family 

Housed at Oak Grove      

Presbyterian Church on Old 

Shakopee Road, Oasis for 

Youth opens doors to housing, 

employment, education and 

wellness for youth facing 

homelessness in the suburbs.   

Oasisforyouth.org 

Why are people homeless?  There isnõt one single 

answer but here are a few reasons: 

1. There is not enough affordable housing to meet 

the current need. 

2. Systemic imbalances that cause socio-economic 

gaps affecting opportunity and access to      

housing.  

3. Circumstances that could happen to anyone ð a 

sudden job loss, a medical crisis, a natural        

disaster. 

4. And, as one Beacon Citizen has said so well: 

òBecause we allow it.ó 

Beacon is an interfaith collaborative of con-
gregations committed to ending homelessness 
through housing, the Families Moving For-
ward shelter program, and public advocacy. 
Plymouth Congregational Church was the 
founding congregation of Beacon. Lydia 
Apartments was its first supportive housing 

development, which opened in 2003.  

 

Today Beacon is: 

¶ Nearly 90 congregations committed to 

ending homelessness in the Twin Cities   

¶ Board, staff and volunteers passionate 

about the power of home   

¶ About 800 residents no longer worried 

about finding home   

¶ 75 families each year finding shelter and 

support for housing stability 

Beaconinterfaith.org 

Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind 

to the needy honors God. - Proverbs 14:31 
 

To live with Jesus is to live with the poor. To live with the poor is to live with Jesus. 

ñJean Vanier, theologian  

Rev Arthur Murray 

Summer Camp Opportunities 

Sign up today at campwapo.org to get your camper(s) 

registered! 

Å Seeds (grades 2 and 3) ð July 14-16  

Å Wapo Youth (grades 4-6 and 7-8) ð July 16-21  

Å TIM Teams (Teens in Mission) (Grades 9-12) ð July 

  16-21 at Ox Lake and Wapo  

Read more at campwapo.org 

Boundary Waters Trips   

¶June 26ð July 1ñhigh school and adult guides  

¶July 23-29ñhigh school and adult guides 

¶August 15-22 Work/Play camp at Wapoõs  

  Wilderness Canoe Base (all ages welcomeñgreat 

  for  families!) 

To get your name on any of these lists or if you have 

questions, contact Ben at bcherland@tlcmn.com 

Graduation Sunday is June 4. If you know a TLC 

graduate, please send us their name, graduation school, 

and any future plans (if applicable) and invite them to 

come be honored in worship. Please submit this info by 

May 21 for inclusion in the bulletin. 

 

Confirmation Highlights 

Ý Saturday, May 6th  - Confirmation Rehearsal at 

9:00 AM with brunch at 10:00    

Ý Sunday, May 7th  - Confirmation Sunday           

Confirmands at All Three Services 

      11:00 - Rite Of Confirmation  

Ý Wednesday, May 10th - Year End Party 7:00-8:00 

òTruly I tell you, just as you did 

it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.ó  

 - Matthew 25:40 

 

This summer ten of our         

high school students and 3 adult chaperones will 

be going to Los Angeles, CA to learn from and 

serve the homeless population of Skid Row. Our 

partner organization, Next Step Minis-tries, is 

planning a rich experience of learning,             

relationship building and life-changing encounters 

with people experiencing homelessness.  Want to 

help support a missionary? Sponsor a missionary or   

contribute to the group fund. Stop by our table in 

the Narthex for details Sunday mornings or 

Wednesday nights. 

You are invited to attend our Commissioning and 

Thank You Services ð Sundays, June 11 and 25th 

at 8:30 or 10:00 AM. 

Support our youth missionaries by donating at 

www.gofundme.com/TLC-Mission-trip-to-LA 

Ben Cherland 

May  

Mission Focus 2017 ð Homelessness 

June 

Family Outdoor Service Event 
Pick-up a Park and Play 

 
Saturday, May 13, 10am-12pm 
Brye Park 10500 Xavier Avenue 
South Bloomington,  MN 
 
Great for families of all ages!  We will meet at 
Brye Park, pick up litter with bags and gloves 
(will be provided), then play on the playground 
afterwards. Come for service and fellowship! 
Contact Erin Pommeranz at                              
epommeranz@hotmail.com 

Many, many thanks to all who contributed to the 

VEAP food drive in Lent. TLC collected 999 lbs. 

270 lbs were collected by Confirmation students! 

mailto:bcherland@tlcmn.com
mailto:epommeranz@hotmail.com

